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For the PHILANTHROPIST, 
ON PASSIVE OBEDIENCE. 


Tue fame Reafon that obliges People to fubmit to Govers 
nors and Magiftrates, when they govern according to the Laws 
and Conftitution of the Country, and aé for the good of So 
ciety, does as much oblige the People to oppofe them, if they 
defign their ruin or deftruction: It cannot be fuppofed that 
God, who has obliged mankind to preferve their lives, and 
confequently to ufe the means that are neceflary for that end, 
fhould require people to fuffer themfelves to be deftroyed, ot 
made flaves, to gratify the luft or barbarity of any fingle per- 
fon, or a few who are by nature their equals, and only above 
them by being in an office which the people erected for their 
own convenience. 

That:caufe is juft which defends the laws ;. which protects 
the common good ; which preferves the ftate: and that caufe 
is unju& which violates the laws; defends the breakers of the 
lawse 
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laws ; protects the fubverters of the conftitution. That isjutt 
which does deftroy tyrannical government: That is unjuft which 
would abolifh juft government. 

What can be more abfurd than to fay, that there is an abfo- 
lute fubjection due to a prince, to whom the laws of God, 
nature, and the country, have not given authority? As fuch 
men were as fo many herds of cattle, or beafts of burden, made 
for theprince’s ufe. 

By a claufe in king Henry’s Charter itis faid, ifthe king i in- 
vades thofe rights (meaning the rights of the people).it.is law- 
ful for the kingdom vo rife againft him, and to do him what 
injury they can, as though they owed him no allegiance. By 
an act of parliament of the r2th of Richard the fecond, it was 
enacted, that if the king, thro’ a foolifh obftinacy, and con- 
tempt of his people, or perverfe froward will, or by any other 
irregular way, fhal] alienate himfelf from his people, and will 
not be governed and regulated by the rights of the kingdoms 
and laudable ordinances made by the council of the lords, and 
great men of the realm, but fhal] headily im his mad councils» 
exercife his own arbitrary will; from thenceforth it is lawfu) 
for them, with the common affent and confent of the people of 
the realm, to abrogate or depofe him ftom the Throne, and fet 
up in his ftead, fomebody of kin or neat of kin to the king of 
the royal ftock: which gives a latitude for chufing any deferv- 
ing perfon of the royal ftock. 

The reign of a good king refembles that of heaven, over 
which there is’ but one God ; for he is no lefs beloved.of the 
virtuous, than feared of the bad: ‘and if human frailty could 
admit a fucceffion of good kings, their government would be 
preferable to all others. 

The greateft and wifcft nations, anid the beft of men.in all 
_ ages, have reckoned it not only lawful for the people, under, the 
moft abfolute governments, to do themfeltes juftice, in cafe 
of oppreffion, but have thought the doing of it a duty incum- 
bent on them, and which they owed to themfelves and their _ 
pofterity ; and the chief inftrument of the great revolutions or 
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changes that have happened in the world, from flavery to Li- 
berty, have always been accounted as heroes, fent by God Al- 

mighty, from time to time, for the redemption of man from 

mifery in this world; they were accordingly honoured and re- 

{pected whilft they lived, and their memories have been, and 

will be Held in veneration by all pofterity. 

If the fubje&t may in no cafe refift, then there can be no law, 
but the will and pleafure of the prince: for whoever muft be 
oppofed in nothing, may do every thing: then all our laws fig- 
nify no more than fomany cyphers: and what are the law-ma- 
kers, but fo many fools or mad-men, who give themfelves trou- 
ble to no purpofe ? for if the king is not, obliged to govern by 
thofe laws that they make, to what purpofe are the people to 
obey fuch laws? 

If the king fue me by pretence of law, and endeavour to take 
away my money, my houfe, or my land, I may defend them by 
the law: but if he comes armed to take away our liberty, life 
or religion which are ours by the laws of God and man, may 
we not fecure them with a good confcience? 

I will end this narration with examples out of England (be- 
fore and fince the conqueft) Archigallo, Emerian, Vortigern, 
Sigibert, king of the weft-Saxons: Beornred, and Alured king 
of Northumberland, were all deprived of their thrones for their 
evil government, and fuch who were thought more worthy 
preferred in their ftead. King Edwin being: deprived for his 
unjuft government, the crown was given to his brother Edgar 
who was one of the rareft princes that the world had in his 
time, both for peace and war, juftice, piety, and valour. He 
kept a navy (faith Stow) of three thoufand and fix hundred 
fhips, diftributed in divers parts for the defence of the realm, 
and he built and reftored forty feven monafteries at his own 
charge, &c. 

Your’s &c. 
HE. 



























































































(C a’) 


For the PHILANTHROPIST, 


LINES. 


Guat tyrants plead their miffion from on high, 
And guard their mifchiefs by their majefty ; 
Entitle heaven to all they can commit, 

And ruin nations by the facred cheat ; 

Are thefe the perfons fanétify’d by line, 

Then Lucifer himfelf may be divine. 

I know one objeét, monftrous thing, 

Then an exalted devil made a king. 

Forbid it heav’n, that governors fhould prove, 
The right of blood and murder from above ; 

The royal crimes of princes without fenfe, 

And fhow the weaknefs of the fham pretence ; 

It cannot be that men of luft and blood 

Can in the right divine be underftood. 

It quite deftroys the nature of the thing, 

That heav’n fhould fo uphold a monfter king. 
Divine commiffion knew no clafs of kings. 
Defpotic governments are felf made things. 
Twas all ufurp'd, ’twas all tyrannic power, 
Which made great families the fmall devour. 
And what’s the reafon elfe when tyrants reign, 
Heav’n blafts them not before we can complain ; 
If they from heav’n direétly had the crown, 
Heav’n would when they rebell’d difmount the throne. 
When with exalted crimes they plague mankind, 
And ruin thofe they rather fhould defend. 

Why does not fovereign thunder blaft the crown, 
And he that fat them up foon thruft them down, 
The reafon’s plain, and may beeafily known, 
’Tis not heav’n’s proper bufinefs, but our own. 
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The gift he gave he looks that we maintain, 
And till we ftrive we cry to heav’n in vain. 
Complaints and tears no revolutions make, 
Pull down no tyrants, will no bondage break. 
Heav’n never will our faint petitions hear, 
Till juft endeavours fupercede our prayer. 
Heaven thinks it juft if we ourfelves betray, 
That when we ftrive to be undone we may. 
Chriftians muft no more miracles expect, 
And they that will be flaves he’ll not protect. 
They that would have his power to be their friend, 
Muft with what power they have their rights defend, 
In vain they for divine affiftance ftay, 
Unlefs they arm to fight as well as pray. 
This will their with and his defign fulfill, 
But mankind never fav’d againft his will, 
He works by means and means‘he’l] love aud blefs, 
With approbation often with! fuccefs, 
‘There’s not amanimal a life of fenfe, 
But has fome native weapon for defence. 
Inftin& the needful force of fixill fupplies, 
By this he fights or elfe by this he flies. 
This do&trine now doth fright our men of power, 
It leaves noroom their neighbours to devour. 
The death of fatan’s kingdom they review, 
Truth tells us what infernal-ftatefmen do. 
But hufh my voice no more, I muft be ftill, 
For they from hell, have brought a ‘* convention bili, 


TELS 5. EES amor 


For the PHILANTHROPIST. 
ANEW SONG. 
(Tune, ‘ Bob Shave the King.”) 


FROM Billy’s iron claws, . 
From his unhallowed jaws, 
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Save us good Lord ; 
‘From Portland’s double face, 
And all the fervile race, 
Of penfioners with a place, oar. 
Save us.good Lord! 
From Edmund’s fhining blade, 
From Windham’s fhifting trade, | 

Save us good Lord ! 
From George’s heav’nly race, 
And every royal face, 
That would give. bribe or place, 
Save us good Lord ! 
From crown’d and f{cepter’d toys, | 
And all fuch empty joys, 

Save us good Lord! 
From Ruffia’s bloody Kate, 
From Pruffia’s fervile ftate, 
And from poor Poland’s fate, 


Save us good Lord! 
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For the PHILANTHROPIST. 


LINES. * 
Written on the Anniverfary of Citizen Harpy’s Acquittal. 
By G, P--pPL--T--N. 


Han, glorious day ! thou e’er fhalt facred be, 

In Freedom’s annals ; thee pofterity. 

Shall blefs and venerate, when they are told, 

How defpot’s {pies, the creatures of their gold, 

To take a fon of freedom’s life away, 

In vain recourfe had unto perjury ; 

And little children, as their fires relate, 

The name of Groves fhall learn to execrate. 
A TRUE 
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For the Editor of the PHILANTHROPIST. 


A TRUE AND GENUINE CHARACTER OF A MERCENARY 


voracious LEVITE OR CLERGYMAN, WHO PINCH’D 





A PooR CoBLER IN MENDING HIS OLD SHOES, 





Au! rev’rend fir was it your fate, 
To preach as cheap as I tranflate ; 
To gain by your ungodly dues, 
No more than I by rotten fhoes ; 
Or ftrive like me for daily bread, 7 
You'd fcarce read burials o’er the dead ; 
Your rev’rend ornamental pride, 
Would decently be laid afide ; 
Your gown and venerable band, 
Would be difcarded out of hand ; 
. Your furplice and your caffock too, 
Would be abandcned both by you : 
But you have learnt divinity, 
And nobly taken your degree ; 
Ah! Sir your florid eloquence, 
Obtain’d no doubt with fome expence ; 
But was it not for worldly gain, 4 
Tt had in dark oblivion lain ; ie 
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Omens ienige sts np 





Fate had given you no fhare . ai 
To deal in Babylonith ware ; Bi 
But thoufands more explode the cheat, Hi). 
That prieftcraft’s blinded with deceit. mn) 
Where does the gofpel once exprefs, ‘dl 


A Parfon’s maintenance or drefs, 
Firft fruits nor tythes as does appear, 
Were never yet commanded there 
Nor can we find ’twas ever known, 
That Paul or Peter wore a gown, 
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Tf Jewifh rites muft ftill remain, 
The Lord of life hath died in vain. 
Sir, doth that prieft adorn his funétion, 


Who flights both precept and iujunétion : 


Not only flights but abrogate, 

And truth itfelf contaminate ; 
Whom virtue never could compel, 
To learn her facred leffon well ; 
Whilft flagrant vice fhall oft coutroul, 
The impartial diGtates of the foul. 

IT muft confefs were I to chufe, 

To be a prieft or mend old thoes ; 
I’d fooner ply a cobler’s ftall 

Than be a gracelefs prieft of Baal. 
The doétors’ I have heard ’em fay, 
Will ftipulate no cure no pay ; 

Such terms as thefe you can’t endure, 
For you’ll be paid but never cure. 
This is the charaéter of fuch, 

Who love the world and would get rich, 
Who mount the roftrum once a week, 
To preach up laws they often break, 
The infpir’d prophet tells you plain 
You fuit on every fide for gain ; 

You watchmen of the Lord of Hofts, 
Who love to fleep upon your pofts ; 
Dumb dogs fays he that cannot bark, 
A very juft but fad remark : 

Can fuch the gofpel truths difpenfe, 
Repute with floth and indolence, 
Car filent dogs and Guelphing curs, 
Be thought the Lords ambaffadors, 

A greedy avaricious crew, 

Infatiate and voracious too. 


(To be continued.) 
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